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SUB J : BELGIANS ASK ABOUT U.S. AID PROGRAM TO INDOCHINA 

1 . BELGIAN AMBASSADOR LORIDAN CALLED ON DEPUTY ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY SULLIVAN APRIL 2 RE U. S. PLANS FOR AID TO INDO- 
CHINA. THE U. S. IS NOT YET READY TO CONSULT WITH OTHER 
COUNTRIES RE AID TO INDOCHINA, AMBASSADOR SULLIVAN SAID. 

WE ARE FAR FROM REACHING ANY CONCLUSIONS, FAR FROM ANY 
CONCEPT OF HOW A PROGRAM MIGHT BE ESTABLISHED, AND FAR 
FROM A DECISION ON HOW TO DEAL WITH CONGRESS ON THIS MATTER. 
AMBASSADOR SULLIVAN ASSURED LORIDAN THAT THE U. S. PLANS 
TO HAVE CONSULTATIONS, FORMAL OR INFORMAL, WITH OTHER 
POTENTIAL DONORS AND THAT WE DO NOT WISH TO GO IT ALONE. HE 
SAID THAT WE MAY REACH CONCLUSIONS ABOUT A PROJECTED PRO- 
GRAM IN MAY. 

2. IN ADDRESSING THE PROBLEM, SULLIVAN POINTED OUT THAT 
THERE WERE SHARP DIFFERENCES BETWEEN AID PROGRAMS FOR 
SOUTH VIET- NAM. LAOS, AND CAMBODIA, ON THE ONE HAND, AND 
NORTH VIET- NAM, ON THE OTHER. THE FORMER WERE WILLING 
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TO WORK WITH CONSULTATIVE GROUPS AND INTERNATIONAL 
INSTITUTIONS SUCH AS IBRD AND ADB. THE LATTER INSISTED ON 
STRICTLY BILATERAL AID PROGRAMS. 

3. THE PROBLEMS IN SVN, LAOS AND CAMBODIA WILL HAVE TO 
INCLUDE A CONSIDERABLE MEASURE OF HUMANITARIAN RELIEF FOR 
REFUGEES AND OTHER WAR VICTIMS, BUT THERE IS ONLY LIMITED 
DAMAGE TO INFRASTRUCTURE. THERE WILL ALSO BE MAIOR 
PROBLEMS OF MAINTAINING CURRENCY STABILIZATION IN THOSE 
THREE COUNTRIES. IN NVN, THE PROBLEM CENTERS LARGELY ON 
THE HEAVY DESTRUCTION OF INFRASTRUCTURE AND THE ECONOMIC 
BACKWARDNESS THAT RESULTS FROM THE STAGNATION OF A LONG 
WAR. 

4. AFTER LORIDAN COMMENTED THAT THE POLITICAL SITUATION IN 
SVN IS NOT REASSURING, AMBASSADOR SULLIVAN STATED THAT 
THE NORTH VIETNAMESE, ONCE THEY SIGN AGREEMENTS, SEE HOW 
FAR THEY CAN STRETCH THEM. FOR EXAMPLE, THEY CONTINUE TO 
RESUPPLY THEIR FORCES IN SVN DOWN THE HO CHI MINH TRAIL 
RATHER THAN THROUGH ICCS CHECKPOINTS. IT IS NOT POSSIBLE, 
SULLIVAN ADDED, TO THINK OF PROVIDING ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE 
TO THE NORTH VIETNAMESE WHILE THEY ARE STILL CLANDESTINELY 
SENDING MILITARY EQUIPMENT TO THEIR FORCES IN SVN. HE 
EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT OUR FRIENDS WOULD FEEL THE SAME 
WAY. RUSH 
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